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JOHN RODGERS PRESENTED WITH  

AYRSHIRE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD  
 

COLUMBUS, OH – The Ayrshire Breeders’ Association presented its annual Distinguished Service 

Award to John Rodgers of Belleville, PA, at the National Ayrshire Convention in Entriken, PA, on June 

25, 2015. 

 

The Distinguished Service honoree for 2015 has been involved with Ayrshires for more than 60 years. 

John Rodgers was described by a fellow Ayrshire breeder who has served on the ABA Board of 

Directors and U. S. Ayrshire Foundation with him as “one of the most committed people to the 

Ayrshire cow and breed.”  This commitment has been demonstrated by his roles as a risk-taker, leader, 
promoter, marketer, breeder, ambassador and fund-raiser. 

Born in 1937, John started milking Ayrshire cows at Heide Farms for his uncle, A. Reed Hayes, first by 

hand and then with surge milkers. The first two Ayrshires that he purchased were polled heifers and the 

Plum-Bottom (the Indian name for the area as it had bountiful wild plum trees) herd was started. On his 

honeymoon trip to Scotland, he visited many Ayrshire herds and purchased two heifers that were 
imported to the U.S., Logan Mains Ina 2nd and Logan Mains Favorite 2nd.  

In his quest to learn about the breed and farming, John befriended other Ayrshire breeders and attended 

a farming short course at Penn State where he learned about intensive grassland grazing. His Ayrshire 

herd grew as did his family as five children were born. In 1963, he sold his first national sale consignment 

for $675. His farming life was interrupted by his activation in the National Guardsman, and he was 

stationed in France for 10 months. When he returned to civilian life, his herd continued to grow, and he 

became more involved with Ayrshire breed activities by becoming secretary of the Pennsylvania State 
Ayrshire Club and the Ayrshire heifer sales held in the southern states. 

In 1970, he purchased his uncle’s business of bottling and selling milk on the farm, a common practice in 

Pennsylvania at the time. Self-serve gasoline was added to the farm market, and then he became the 

owner of the local New Holland and Allis Chalmers farm equipment business.  The rising fuel costs and 

loan interests lead to the decision to disperse the cows and close the other businesses. He rented the 

facilities and continued to farm his land, but the Ayrshire interest continued. In the 1980s, he purchased 

some open Ayrshire heifers. The Plum-Bottom herd was back. 

Our recipient became more involved with ABA actives and served on the Finance Committee, Genetic 

Improvement Committee and as chairman of the Promotion Committee. In 1992, he was elected as 2nd 

Vice President of the Ayrshire Breeders’ Association. Two years late,r he was elected as 1st Vice Present 
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and in 1996 he was elected as President.  He also represented U.S. Ayrshire at two World Ayrshire 
Conferences. 

In 1994, the promoter/marketer decided that is was time to merchandize the herd. His Ayrshire efforts 

then turned to the purchasing of open heifers, breeding them, raising them on pasture and sponsoring 

the “Raised to Graze” sales. The Plum-Bottom herd name continues today as daughter Gay has 

Ayrshires here at her Hameau Farm camp for girls, where our recipient serves as a consultant. This 
small Ayrshire herd is raised on grass.  

When the U.S. Ayrshire Breeders’ Foundation was formed, John Rodgers committed himself to the 

cause and has been an energetic committee member and supporter developing ideas and assisting in 

fund raising and promotion.  During his ABA presidency, his motivation was illustrated in an Ayrshire 

Digest  article where he challenged fellow breeders with the following ten word motto, “IF IT IS TO BE, 

IT IS UP TO ME.”  

One of John’s favorite quotes is from Barbara Gilmore : “Life is not a journey to the grave with the 

intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather to skid broadside, thoroughly 

worn-out and loudly proclaiming –WOW, what a ride!” We’re proud that service to the Ayrshire breed 

has been part of that ride.  John Reed Rodgers has certainly lived his life energetically and enthusiastically 
pursing his interest and passion for the Ayrshire cow and life in general.  

 


